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CONTACT 
COL1JMN R. V. Ling, of 105 Westwood Hill., London SE26, would like to 

contact a�one with some knowledge of ieys in the area 
Tunbridge Wells - East Grinstead - Burgess Hill - Lewes -· Uckfield" • • • •  

Anyone with information on the leys system in Northumberland is sought 
by Mike· Corner, New Age Access, P.O. Box No. 4, Hexham, Northumberland. 
Tales relating to megalithic structures in that county would also be 
welcomea • • • • • • •  J.T. Marsh, of 5 Madeira Avenue, Bognor Regis, Surrey, 
would like to know if there is any "group" in his area working on leys. 
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. t:=ylTI nrx YJ !( �I 16 Kv�J�\�l L�il�JI . by cTANET BO� 

Vfhat is it that links the American Indians with the Zulus of Africa 
with th: Kota of the Nilgiri Hills in fndia with the New Hebrideans off 
Austral�a, and so on round the world? he answer - mazes. All these .. 
peoples, and many others besides, have at some time developed their own 
version of the maze or lbyrinth pattern, and consequently it is found 
springing up in all centuries. and in'diverse places, apparently indepen­
dently. This symbol has obviously been of great importance_: from the time 
when it appeared in rudimentary form in some West European passage graves 
of C.5,500-5,000 B.C. right up to the present, when it is :�ound in a· 
number of art forms and even in a London underground sta:tirJ·n. 

Today the maze is usually employed because of the attractive pattern 
which a designer can create from the basic idea of a maze; in the pas·t 
its significance has been far deeper, and goes into the realms of death 
and rebirth .. Whether Britain's oldest surviving true mazes ·had such a­
significance for those who constructed them is open to question, and e7en 
the dating of them is usually disputed. The classic example is to be seen 
on a rock face in Rocky Valley near Tintagel, Cornwall, where two small, 
carved, Cretan-type labyrinths� were discovered as recently as 1948., Tlfey 
have been attributed to the Bronze Age, or to an idle miller of far more 
recent time! ( The latter suggestion arose because there are ruined mill 
buildings close by. ) 

Dating at least from the Middle Ages, and prob·1bly, earlier, are 
Britain's eight surviving turf mazes. These vary tremendously -- in type 
of location, in pattern, and in size ( from 40 feet or less in diameter, 
to the huge example at Saffron Walden which measures 158 feet f'rom corner 
to corner) - and are rarely found outside England. Scandinavia's equivalent 

1s mazes of stones or boulders. Whether the turf and stone mazes were , 
built purely for fun, or had .ritual s·ignificance f'or their makers and those 
who "ran" them, can only be a question for argument at this late date. 
There are no records to provide a complete answer. But thaEe. are. mem­
ories of the mazes': importance in village games at such significan� times 
as. May Ev�, and one-· Alkborough villager; ·describing the turf maze -he had , 
known, said that they played games there tt under an indefinite pers uasio.n 
of someth:.ng unseen and. uTiknown co-operating with them." Sueh memories· 
suggest that the mazes had. a role to play in the J.ife of' the commu..ri. ty, 

- but that it was a role whose nature has imperceptibly changed over the 
years until today it is no more. Not quite, though, for the remaining 
turf mazes are still kept up, by village committees and individuals. A 
turf maze is soon lost in an English summer of rain and fast .growth, and 
needs frequent and careful maintenance. That this work is faithfully 
carried out shows that the mazes are still important. 

Tha maze manifests itself in Britain in other, less perishable, forms -
in churches and in hedges, for example - but if I descri"IJe -'-:hem alJ.. now 
there will!:be no surprises left for you "i..n my book MAZES .AND LABYRINTHS 
OF THE WORLD, published on February 12 by La timer New Dimensions Ltd. at 
£7-50. 
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THE HEMLOCKSTONE LINE 
(Nottinghamshire-Leicestershire) � Peter � Hannah 

In "The Ley.-Hunter11 No. 46 (August 1975) I wrote a rather vague sort of article 
e�titled "Power and Light in Nottinghamshire11 in which I describe· experiments with 
energy transference and prayer power etc. The story concerned a large imposin6 11�P 
of .sa�dstone (about 20ft high) called the Hemlockstone and the hill at whose feet 
it stands. Quote: "I had. the impression that this hill was e. place of great power, 
vut it had attracted both negative and positive aspects to it, like moths arourd � 

·flame. I felt that this place was being misused and mediated on �t being used for. 
the betterment of mankind • • •  to become a beacon og light • • •  " When I wrote this I w�s 
unaware that it was on any form of alignment. The following is the result of my st­
udying maps, combing through archives, braving the elements -- in other words l�y 
hunting. 

· · · · 

The alignment, I believe, begins at a place called (1) Strellex, a small village 
lying almost ·within the jaws of the big city� TheW� paases almost within yards of 
its lovely 14th� Century church. All Saints. Even so,' the pla�e has a certain at­
mosphere about it. Here is a nice little circular moat cum duckvondo The ley �i+.s 
smack.on its central island.-The next point on the line is (2) Catstone Hill. I 
C9·uldn' :t_ find any information on this except its name. The top of the hill has been 
flattened from work on a naerby reservoir, but nevertheless it is a good vantage 
point. From it can be clearly seen (5) Stapleford Hill· or HEMLOCKSTONE HILL. ��is; I 
have e.lready mentioned but here is some more: D. Hill in his "Sherwood Forester" oay.s 
that the Druids mqde use of it in the practice of their rites by the lighting of � 

fire upon it annually on .Bel·ye:ne .Eve., Here is a rhymed version of the legend a tt­
ached to the Hemlocks tone or 11 Hammock" •· It begins thm : 

Once upon a time, .the year was nqt knovvn 
Vfnerein the Peak the de�il sat, there he slept� 

(It then describes _a monk th.at· lived in nearby Lenton Abbey as being of "Holy moin" 
He couldn't sleep and felt the "dev� must be nigh, so very holy was his min�) 

"If so"· he said "I' 11 make him fly" 
How strange it is that goodness can 
Extend beyond itself so far 

· 

From that old monk influence ran 
Like current from electric ·jar, 
The devil waked by sudden shock -­
He knew at once it was his foe 
And seixed, in his rage, a massive rock 
Took quick aim and let it go 
With full intent to smash the p�le 
That sheltered such a holy man 
B�t·it fell short by several mile 
And then away the devil ran. 
He had, for once not hit the mark 
But hit the Hammock, seen so well 
Beyond Lord Middletons fair park 
'Tis there to prove the truth· I ·cell 
The monk, asleep did fall just then 
Whilst folks jump up,- for earth did quake 

((Continued in Page 5)) 
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LETTERS LETTERS LE_TTERS _.LETTERS LETTERS 

AS EDITOR I GET A LARGE AND VARIED POSTBAG OF COr.IMENTS RELATING TO THE LEY 
HUNTER AND ITS CONTENT. ·rT IS NOT ALWAYS EASY· TO ANSWER INDIVIDUAL POINTS. 
AND I HA:V.E CHOSEN IN THE PAST TO D ISREGARD. THE GENERAL POLICY OF USING AN 
EDITORIAL TO BEGIN EACH ISSUE. SPACE IS TIGHT MID I WOULD RATHER USE IT FOR 
ARTICLES OR REVIEWS. HOWEVER, I AM OPENING THE COLUMNS THIS ISSUE FOR A NUMBER 
OF CORRESPONDENTS WHOSE LETTERS RAISB MATTERS ·wHICH .ARE RELEVANT. READERS ARE 
FREE TO COMMENT UPON THESE POINTS AND SHOULD-: SPACE .ALLOW I WILL ·PRINT MORE 
READERS' THOUGHTS, REQUESTS OR COMBLAINTSo 

From .Alan Jones,- �6 Old Road, Holmbridge, Huddersfie2-d: ·"My humble opinions of 
the magazine· as it stands:it's very divers·e, which I -guess is a positive aapect. 

But- I feel toot. the_r·e-·ts an important piece of tlB jigsaw missing somewhere. The pieces 
on leys in vario-us localities are really only interesting in their ·own right if one 
actually happens to go. to the area concerned and can follow them up -� though with 
luck they can stimulate people to go out + find + follow up lines .themselves in their 
own area. Would there be any use- for a sort of central register of leys:· �- possibly 
for some of these ardent scientists to do the'ir computer tests on?·{since part of my 
new ·joh involves learning to. use a computer that aspect of ley hunting seems rather 
promising to me at t�e moment') •. But, as you .said in yo·U:r in�erview in UNDERCURRENTS, 
"No one ·as yet has come up with an all-embi·ac.ing th�ory that will fit all the threads 
together." And so articles like. the· long one on Leicestershire., while being very inter­
esting seem so much a collection of unrel�ted facts that they're just about falling 
apart -- it seems to me (perhap.s from not having read enough - o� the _�ubject) that 
even the speculation which binds that article together is so�vagu� in its terms of 
reference, in its assumptions or cause.s or connections which aren't proven that it 
doesn't really convince me of_anything: j� just appenr.s on the same level as strange 
lights in the hills in an H.P. ·tov-ecraf't story! tBut better be vague in a.peculation 
and recording than not do it at all. I rem3.in unconvinced.in the existence of any 
lifeforce/earth force confined to straight lines on the surface of the English land­
scape -- but I1dstill like to think there might be one, and get THE LEY HUNTER to 
back up my hopes. · · . . P�S. I was pretty interested in the artlcle on Powys -- further 
articles on such seers. wouldn't be �miss. 

============= 

-�rom Peter Williams, , . 
52 Hertford Avenue, East Sheen,·_.London: ni have enjoyed the magazine over the past 
year but the article that particulnrly c�ught my attention w�s "Psychoarchaeological 
Bulletin" in No. 65. The mind boggles, surely· this cannot be taken serious-ly?? How­
ever assuming nt can, several.of the points in it can be ques�ioned. Viho has conside­
red the architecture and symbolism of mento.l hosp.i tals a profound mystery? Also I 
doubt if a "casual visito:r-" woul-d ascribe its origin to earlier cons-tructions whese 
sacred purpose has long been forgotten. Near the top of page 6 reference is made to 
"the ancient ritual. pathway" without an explanation of exactly what this means. I 
doubt if the MoH would ever issue a report connecting energy accumulated in the people 
and buildings_of mental hospitals with the propulsion of craft whose existence they 
do not recognize. Although ridiculously far�fetched, I remain semi-convinced by the 
article as a constant idea runs through it. However, the row of exclamation marks at 
the bottom of the article is surely symbolic of something. Co11ld you please print 
some explanation of this curious piece in the magazine as I a� sure �any other people 
were puzzled (Editor: I was non-plussed myself and took around six months debating 
whether to print it). 

In "The Forgotten Heart of Albion" the discrepancies in some Ordnance Survey maps 
was mentioned and I must agree with them. A ruler laid along the eastings or northings 
on any map is likely to deviate from them by up to 5mm or so indicating a small but 
worrying distortion in the map, but lining up one sheet with the next in my experience 
is impossible. I found on two adjoining 1�50,000 maps that w�en the top corners were 
made to meet the central part was 6mm out.of line, thus no line could be accurately 
carried over from one to the nexto However, there does seem to be a method of drawing 
accurate lines between sites using grid references, presum&bly some formula is used 
for this as in correcting for the Earth's curvature but I do not know it. Would it be 
possible for you to print some explanation of the methods of accurately drawing lines 
over longer distances. (Ed: Anyone wish to submit an article on this?). 
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Fr·om F:can.� James, Stonelea, Staintotida.le ,�. Scarborough: "Those like myself 

rho live in the wilds will know what it is to be dependent on book reviews for 
onets cl1oice of reading. I was interested to .fin� in ToL.H� 68 a review of 
Reiser�s nT:Us Rolyest Erthe", and felt that a word was in order (I bought it 
on t�e strength of a good review elsewhere, some �2 months ago). Your reviewer 
�t your edi:tor-3-1 calls it, (albeit hesitantly!), a "worthy introduc�ion -- may 
I s�ggest t��t �his is the last thing it should be called and expla1n why. A few 
�oints at random:p25 -- what is the point in bringing in a 15th.C barn, (of 
�h;ch there are many still standing) into the discussion? I have never seen 
these considered significant anywhere else. On page 50:"Perhaps someday it will 
be shown how '(certain of Le Poer �ench's views on UFOs)' would fit in with 
t.tl.e oriental conception of the Yang-Yin .. complementary". Yin-Yang embraces a 
great deal, of course! But thi$ in partic�ar? How? On the other hand (p51) -­

nA\11 this p:-esupposes a reservo�r of knowledge far beyond anything
.

we �r�sently 
have reaso� for believing could have been possessed by any pre-sc1entif1c era 
of mankin: .. :: -- Surely this is one thing that has been clear for some time now, as 
the result of several independent researches on measurements, maps, etc. Again: 
perhaps t;here were "stone circles of Druid worshthp"(?) which looked like Fig.8, 
the restoration of the Ziggurat at Ur; but he can hardly expect us .to sw�low 
th:_s without anJ substantiation. Finally, on p19,"To his surprise. Major Tudor 
Pole found inscribed inside the Tower"(on the Tor)"these words --'Christ stood 
herer • • •  There are other scribb1es on the walls".Well;, was it scribbled o.�..� 
,. inseribedn ; and if the former; why even mention it? No doubt Kilroy and others 
also :;,lad the honoure I steer clear Qf the last few chapters (apart from .,;::-;-
( fig._:L4) a.:::1d th� Social embryology of World Federation - perhaps it is a mistake?) 
but may I refer th� author to his own statement on p.9 -- "we realize that the 
:problems Ehe op3ned up" (i.e. Mrs Maltwood} "led to an interdisciplinary project 
c� i�mense proportions requiring for its resolution a knowledge of astronomy, 
e.ctrolog:yl' etco The operative word is surely interdisciplinary -- each of the 
subjects is itself a discipline, indeed a well-established one; nothing is, 
gaiued by a �uddled and superficial skating between one subject and another. The 
r�ason why 1\lfred Watkins eventually won approval with 11The Old Straight Trac�' 
f� Ed.o: But nCJt f'rom academics. Zodiacs· and . leys seem almost equally established 
as far as Hermetic topographists are concer .. nedtt i3 that it is an eminently 
sc.hola.rly e.nd J-� .'�ciplined book: he must have realized that he was in effect 
creating a �ew·discipline· -- that of ley stu� -- and that the work had to 
m�asure up i�o i t3 own high s:tandards in order to have any impact at all. As a 
result it �as copious references throughout, admirable illustrat�ons, and above 
all a clear argument from beginning to end; the book is a good example of how 
il1tuition can be --(indeed must be, to be generally acceptable) supported by the 
evidence� : have quoted Watkins as many others have attempted similarly awesome 
tasks of focussing in depth on one special aspect of the problem and, as it were, 
laying the�� own foundations for thelr own·discipline. (I am far from svgge3ting 
that these are the only sort of books that are valid on these subjects --
obviously a book dependent on psychic comminication or psychometry will satisfy 
none of these conditions -- but hardly can it be expected to endear itself to 
outsiders ·either). If, as Mr Reiser does, one takes the view that (p.� "the 
scho�ar is under ·obligation to uncover and report. the story as objectively as 
possiblen, then the critic is entitled to accuse Professor Reiser of muddled 
thinking which would not be tolerated in an undergraduate, let along a professor 

?1-. 

of philosophye As a book it .. m�y, as your reviewer suggests, contain worthwhile 
facts; the problem to a comparative riovice.is identifying them without becoming 
inextricably confused in a welter of gossip and hypotheses, which is why I feel 
tLat though the expert may glean from it, the book is in no way an introduction 
to the subject �f I must argue that it is this by comparison with Kate Maltwood's 
work��. MM�� we please·have more research along the lines of our friends in Leics­
tershire, for instance; the speculations are the least important aspect when we are 
s.L.ill none too clear about the extent of the range of facts with whiCh we are 
d�alinge The issues are all too easily clouded and need a clear mind to steer a 

way through the labyrinth; otherwise ley hunters can hardly hope to inspire any 
sort of respect in the rest of society; s.pecially in those who posses the 
Vtl.riou.s q_ual:i..fications. needed for the more detailed research which we all 



recognize as so necessary. 

Mig11t I append a note on "The Girt Dog of Lanr,port" (quoted fi·om Mrs Ma.l:t,wood 
ir Reiser p�70) -- anyone who has spent any time in the West Countr� will know 
that girt=great. I'm sure most readers will have noted this, and I can hardly 
bel�eve that many man hours have been waster �-ing to discover what the Great 
Dog �us fastned t8! -

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

(Continued from Page 2))-

The devil ne'er did sleep again 
Th� old monk never more did wake. 

-- from Ingoldsby Legends by Tarham� 

This sort of legend is attached to many old stones throughout the countryo 
The thing I like about this little rhyme is the way it almost says that the 
monk had awakened a certain force within the Peak "whering the devi: slept, 
hovr st:::ange it is that goodness can; extend beyond itself so far." Yes, indeed! 

The work we did at the Hemlockstone was purely inspirational. UFOs have been 
seen in the area la�elyf' I think the moral of this tale may be "let sleeping 
dogs lie". But, more probably it is just saying tha� goodness flowing thro0gh 
ttese hills will awaken sleeping power. Anyway, the atmosphere of the hill has 
cer�a:t.nly improved lately. Still," 'nuff said, let's pass on to the next point 
( 4) Stapleford Cross. Here is a quote from "Netts Crosses!' by Ao Stapl ton,p. 91: 
"� we were invited to express our opinion as to the most iflpor�ant, most val­
�ble, or most interesting cross in Nottingharr.shire,·we should not hesitate 
to indicate'the monument at Stapleford." On1y the shaft of·t.he cross is now 
standi.ngo It is about 10ft high And 2ft diameter, Probably .Anglo-Saxon and is 
said to have been carved under the guidance of Celtic priests. On it is carved 
a great winged figure treading on a serpent with the head, ear and horns of a 
cal�o The chur�h was an early dedication to St Helen al�hough the cross was there 
before any church� Kn·addition to this a raven is carveQ on the top. The cross 
gave its name to a river ford which later gave i·t;s name to the village) which, 
I t_J.ink, is uniqv_e. Also the village maypole once stood right next to where 
tr.� c�oss is, but that was taken down more than a century ago. 

The ley then passes on to a small chapel in (6) I,ong Eaton, a small town, 
ani then down to old (6) Sawley ChuTe� with its n�a;by earthworks� anothe= 
probable ley bypasses through this point with such names as Risley, Mapperley, 
Shipley, Ripley and Butterley. ·.rhen we come to (7) t�e remains o:� a church on 
Dale Acre Hill with the remains of a castle nearby. Here, the ley passes out of 
my territory into darkest Leicestershire� On to (8) Diseworth, a quaint little 
village with its ancient church dedicated to St Miohael. It was aj_so the birth­
pJ .. ace of William Liley, the 16th. Centur;r astrologero His almanac> for 56 years, 
was as popular as Old Moore's is today. he. ley then passes through a farmyard 
ne�r the village of Belton (Beltane?) and· on to (9) Osg�thorpe, where it runs 
through the churchyard of the 14th. Century St Mary's. hen passas near Grace 
Priory, through Thringstone through a Red Hill and finishing at the moat hard 
b.,r the 15th. Century St Mary: s at Snibston in between Coalville f:l.:i.1d Ravenstone 
(10,. 

My research at the Leicestershire end was confined to brief ,risits to the 
saic1. spots and areas. But, nevertheless, I found the research inte;resting and 
it has opened up one or two other avenues that are worth exploring. There you 
have it, the Hemlockstone Ley. 

*" *"*nvn *" *lJ:*"*" *n*n * "*" :(!tl* tt1.� "*n *"* •:* 

.fsntact 2; · 

J8hn E. Hall of 7 Jackson Street, 
I:1verurie, Aberdeenshire, would 
like to contact fellow ley hunters 
in his area.oo•• 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
. . " . . . . . . . . . . . . 

BRITISH UFO SOCIETY 
for details write enclosing 
s.a.e. to British U?O 
Socie�, 47 Belsize Square, 
London NIN5� 
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-� bv Anthony Roberts - · 
• � ---. -.!.- ------

The legend of the Los·� Land of �yonesse is one of Cornwall r s most mysterious and 
enduring

" 
myths. It has remained fresh because the earlier memories of a flooded 

land have become enmeshed within the ArthU£ian Mythos, through the person of Art­
hur' s most romar:tic knight , Si.t' Tristram. his fearsome. warrior, who died so trag­
ically for the fair Iseul�, was said to come from Lyonesse, which in this version 
of its history was su.ppos8d to have finally submerged about 600 A.D. The basic 
legend is immesurably olua� a�d is found in one form or another in Ireland, Wales, 
Cornwall.and even western Scotland and across the sea in·Brittany. But the core of 
the story cent:-es around Laricl r s End area, more ··specifi

-
cally in the vicinity of the 

Scilly isles. In the Cornish myths LJ-onesse is called Leth9wstow and is said to 
have been a flat, extensive country, situated between Land s End and the Scillies, 
possessed of many flourishing �lllages and 140 churches. There was at least one 
great city, the site of which is reputedly marked by the rocks cal�ed Seven Stones, 
lying seven miles west of ·Land's End itself� This area is.still known by some as 
"The Town" and Will::..am Camden, writing in the C16, stated that even in his time 
fishermen continuously dredged up broken pieces of masonry- in their· nets. An earl­
ier antiquary: one Wi.llie.m oi' Worcester, roamed about Englai'ld in the C15 collect­
ing much factual data on myth and legen� which he wrote down in his book of mem­
oranda called the n rtinerary''. In the lil �ary of the monastery that graced the 
summit of St Michael�s Mount :� William fot.nd archival references to the vanished 
western country, stating that "there were formerly great �oods, rolling fields and 
many villages, all now submerged, between the Mount and t�1e isles of Scilly." 

A century and a half after the writings of William of Worcester, the Cornish 
antiquary �tichard Carew made extensive studies of ancient topography in relation 
to a land bridge once joininc Land�s End to the Scillies. In his book "Survey of 
Cornwall" Carew incluc.ed the following interesting informati:>n: 

"LnstJy; the encro'"'ching sea hath ravired from it ( ioe. from Cornwall) the 
whole ·co-;_,.n·cry ,:)f _L��one"'s, t ')gcther witr divers other parcels of no little 
circuit; and that such a Lior-ess there was, these proofs are yet remaining� 

"The space between Le..nd 2 s End. and the Isles of Scilly, being about 30 miles , 
to this daY retaineth that ncme in Cornish - Lethowsow -· and carrieth cont­
inually an equal depth of 40-60 fathoms, a thing not unusu1l in the sea's 
proper domi�on� Save that midway there lieth a rock, whic:1 at lcw water 
discoveret� nis head � • •  Fishermen casting their ·hooks thereabouts have drawn 
up pieces of doors and windorrs. Moreover the ancient name vf Saint Michael 's 
Mount was Ca:ra Clc�rrse in Cowt:>e�. in English the Hoare Rocke in the Woode; 
which is now at ever-J flood enco:npass�d by the sea, and yet at some low ebbs, 
rootes of mightie trees e.re descried :!.n the sands about it.'' 

Carew's summary is essentially accurate geologically,- being confirmed by all 
succeeding research. For instance that most sceptical of archaeologists O.G.S. 
Crawford studied the Lyonesse .myth in · depth 50 years ago, p,,blishing his find­
ings in the journal "Ant:..quity" of which he was. the cont!'oversial editor. He 
confirmed the accuracy of the geological aspects of the legend by field work 
in both the Land ! s End area and the Scillies, coming to t�e conalusion that 
"there are good reasons for believing - that tha substance of the legend is true: 
that within prehistoric times there did actually exist land which is now covereC. 
by sea.n Crawford was never noted for his imagination or romanticism and would 
not have endorsed nuch a� archaeological "heresy' as Lyonesse unless he was 
totally convinced of its once factual reality. 

In the oldest records (Roman, etc n ) the ScLlly Isles were marked and known as the 
Scilly Isle, showing that s�bsidences of the sea-bed in this area have continued 
well into -the Christian erao Drowned ='ie:1_d systems, fossilized tree boles and stone 
huts have "been tro.ced between the variou� :i.slands, and lines of ancient stone. 
walling are st�l� uncovered at low tide� The most fan�ous legend of Lyonesse feat­
ures a fam2..ly, the Tr =-yilions, -v.,rho vrere s.1id to have had lands· between the general. 
area now occupied o:r tha Scillies and Se·ren Stones reef. The Trevilion legend states 
that as the sea3 began their last encroacr�ent upon Lyonesse, the head of the 
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T�evilion family sent his wife and children to safety in Cornwall.. Just before 
t�e f�nal submerger.ce Trevilion escaped upon a white horse, splashing through 
the ang� sea-waves and just making it to ·the CGrnish coast. Now it is obvious 

. trat with Chr�_stian churches, Arthurian knights., Cornish gentlemen, etc., the 
legends of Lyoness have become telescoped in tim�. They all present a rich, 
nistorical patina that has come to cove� a very unusual archaic relic. In the 
oldest Ii;ish legendary, Lyonesse is called Liathan, in the Welsh it is the 

. �o.w:�1ing Lcw:_and !iundreds .or Land of Llzy"dan. In Sc:>tland the lost western 
island is Y�own as Tir Sorcha and in Brittany the realm is designated as Ker 

. Is., Ys or Lys. At the root of all these legends lies the oldest myth of all, 
. Pla·co1s memory of vanished A.tlantis, the magical "continent" in the western 

Atla.nt:.c ·the_t·sup!Josedly vanished about 9,000 B.C. 

AB mentioned ·above, the old Cornish name for Lyonesse was Lethowstow and 
this in it3elf is an interes�ng fact if looked at from a semantic point of 

·v�ew� In �reek mythology the island-studded western flowing River Lethe was 
the ::nq.jo:::-· river in the "underworld't of Hades., rrhe full Greek reading of this 
wqrd is lethe. letho, latheo and lanthano. These are all similar to Lethowstow 

_;·a�C- it is known tb.at the ancient Greeks traded vrith southern Cornwall for tin 
(shipped from St .

. 
Michael � s lVlount) many centuries before (Jhrist. ·rhe Greeks 

followed in the primordial footsteps (or sea-wakes) of the Phoenicians, who 
alsq ·�1aq. legends of a drowned, western "underworld" full of magical beings 
ar.d great rich�s. It looks as though there was a general legendary memory sem­

·a.nt�_cally ·�xtarit t�ougho�t the West thousands of years before the Christian 
era} dealing w:ith. a lost "underworld" whose name was remarkably similar to 
Lyo�esse or Lethowstow., Again linguistically the first syllable of Lyonesse 
has affinities with the word "ley', the �rd used by Alfred Watkins to denote· 
the geometrical alignments of· prehistoric sies that pattern the whole face of 
the .British Isles. Watkins derived the Saxon word "ley" frofil the ancient 
Celtic· "llan' meaning church place or holy enclosure, in fact sacred ground. 
Me.ny :.Ley a.lignments exist· in southern Cornwall and quite a few home in on the 
conj_9�- island of St Michael' s Mount�, which was a prominent pre-Christian 
sacred centre as well as tradi�g post for tim. Some of the prehistoric monum­
ents on the Scilly Isles appear to line up on St ll��chael' s Mount (author 1 s 
!"esea�C}h) and the Scillies vrere once known as the n Isles of the Dead" , pre­
h:.s -to:l:'ic sites bein6 proportionately thicker .. on their limited land surface 
than ·anywhere else in the British Isles. If the Scillies are the surface 
rerrria:nts of Lyone�se it is only natura: that they vrould be remembered as very 
"sacred g::·ourd" indeed., 1t is possible .that the late terminology "Lyonesse" 
could. derive :':. ... om n �ey Land" or n Sacred Place of the Leys. 11 

Tl1e per!"e�1...:_al staying powe::.." of folklore rb.s amply demonstrated in the .myth 
o� Lyor-esse

_ 
and even orthofio� scholars now su?gest that �he M tory is based on 

dl!llly :"ememJe-red facts rela tlng to a long-vanlshed terraln. The current · 
scholarly view is that well before the Bronze Age (2,000 BbCa) there was much 
la�d subs:.dence a�cund the fringes of the Atlantic Ocean and that settled 
grou�s of men were dr�ven before such floods into Ireland, England and western 
F:-ance, ·rhe -vrhole a: .... ea of the western Atlantic was volcanically volatile up to 
this pe�io�� The contemporary fishing grounds of the Dagger Bank8 have yielded 
up :'l::i.nt i.nstrume.:."lts and polished stone tools that have been dated to at least 
late Pnlaeoli thic times. These.artifacts prove conclusively that mankind once 
hvnted and roaned across lands that are now permanently covered by deep sea. 
E:xnC't d.ati�g .is, of course, conjectural but is known that the British Isles 
were cut off from continentai Europe by the North. Sea around 8-9,000 B.C. It 
seems as· ·though aspects of Plato:.� A tlantis loom nearer to reality with each 
succeeding archaeological theory and Lyonesse plays an integral part in this 
or:mte tapestry of.' sunken western lands. The continuity of tradition embodied 
in a legend that nt:'etches back at least �0$000 years is a remarkable example 
of historical mefilory. In its earliest stages the Lyonesse myth must have had a 
ytt":eJ..y oral svcce::sion.9 being preserved b�r bards, poets and loremasters for literally 
thousands of year�. Its gradual·colouration with the pervading tales of each succ­
essive era has ensured its perpetuity while diminishing its exactitude, and this 
:.s �:"!:'ue of ar8hetypn.l myths everywhere. However this does not invalidate the gen-
.eral fact that at the bas� of every pnrticula± �yth there resides a strong found­
::..t�_c..:1 ;>ertai ning ·i:;o a universal truth. A golden grain at the centre of time's web. 



SOME REFLECTIONS ON CHOOSING A NP� FOR THE NEW COUNTY PRIMARY 
AND JUNIOR SCHOOL ---- BEAL VALE 

by'James H. Fountain 

I w'ls requested to submit a list of sui table :::1ames for the·. new colirtty prima,ri� 
and junior school on Glebe Street/Snl ts S:t.1."'eet site in Cramp-ton, replacing St 
Paul's Methodist, Rochdale Roa.d. The terms of referenoe were not to have saints 
names or local worthies, so the list was made from my local records, from the 
Tythe �egister of 1870 based on the Tythe Plan Jf 1848 the site of the school is 
in the old Bardsley estate adjoining Beal Moors estate and within the Beal Moor· 
�rea of Crompton, for the district is made up of four moors, i.e. Shaw, Beal, 
HathershHW and Crompton. As the field names for Bardsleys estate were unsuitable 
I hpd then to consider a vnder area so the first name was Bardsley, second Beal 
Moors and for a third BEAL VALE (which was chosen ) came tc.· mind for some writers 
have referred to Crompton as the valley of the Beal whilst in the �850s it was 
Crompton above Benlo The word Beal is perhaps one of our oldest place names, its 
origin dating back to pagan times when beacon fires were lit to guide the trav­
ellers on· their · way along tbe old pathways, one s1.1ch beacon site is G.oghill� 
Other meaning derived from �eal are bela or beala fires, then we get B�ltine, Bas, 
etc., the month of May, etc. 

With the beacons the pathfinders all link up with an ancient trao� system dat� 
back to 2000-8000 BoB. and is occupying the minds of men today. The primary and 
infant school teachers .. are the pathfinders of the C20, pathfinders. to the · 

uncharted minds of their charges. 

In an article "A Window on the Past" ( Olcllarn Chronicle, Nov. 1974) in which 
I describe a line it happens ·that there n.re are four school& and two churches: 
Crompton House C/E .Sec Mod, Beal Vale Jun and Prim�ry School, St James East 
Crompton PoJ. School, St Jnme�'s Church: St George s School, and Heights Church. 
These six places of learning are the modern counterpart of the old abbeys of 
North Yorkshire which fall in n straight line and are the subject of much spec­
ulation and study by several of my frie�ds who are giving ·much time and thought 
to Alfred Watkins; s theories of "The Old Straight Track". 

Here are two lines of thought: 

A: A· physical line of contact via pathways, tunnels in a straight line • • •  

B: Non-physicaL line of contact -- thought, ideas, ideals, Wisdg�, 
behaviour • •.• etc � 

It is on the non-physical idea that I ponder the question was it a hazardous 
choice that the schools are so placed and so the following advice • • •  Train up a 

. . Child in the way �t should Do That when it comes of age it w�ll ·not depart from 
.the Straight P�th; an ideal which still lingers in the MINDS OF MEN. 

; , 

l/l//l/1!/////////////l//// 

PRAYER VlHEEL OR SWASTIKA? � Stephunie Farrar 

On the edge of Woodhouse Crag, the unique prehistoric carving of the Swastika 
Stone overlooks Ilkley and the Wharfe Valley. �eaders Will remember Brabara 
Crump's article ( T.LoH. 60/61) describing it nnd drawing attention to the align­
ment of the design with high point of Simon�s ·seat. It seems rather surprising 
that she should have denied that the incised symbol is a swastika, and gone on to 
suggest. that it "·may have been a form of prayer-wheel". Slr'ely the swastika is in 
itself a kind of prayer wheel, invoking solar forces and the ass·.ociated benifi­
cent influences. Hence its incredible antiquity, going bnok to.the Palaeolithic 
cave paintings, and its appearance among peoples as remote as Tibetans and Amer­
indians. Hence also the repudiation of the reversed swastika, ·contradicting the 
movement of the sun, as an evil omen with uses in black mag�·:..c �··�Whatever solution 
we propound to the mystery of the Ilkley Swastika it remain� ·an oddly moving mon­
ument to those prehistoric travellers who left their creative imprint on the 
landscape all along the 1,000ft contour of Rombalds Moor, as they passed -- how 
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many. · thousand years ago? - perhaps along a trade route , to barter their goods 
for Irish gold. lieaders who feel the spell of the Swastika Stone may like to 
know that a facsimile print of a .5ubbing from it (size 22" x 52" ) is available 
from Daley ' s ,  1-5 grove Te:r:rac� , - ��adford, price 50p including postage. 

MISCELLANY. On page .122· of his new book tt Rambler ' s Riding" Alan Falconer writes 
of aligned tumuli on the North Yorkshire Moors and mentions ley hunters too • • • • •  

Ley hunting ace guitar-ist Martin Stone (ex-Mighty Baby etc.) now fronting 
Ratbites from Hell· • • • •  and on the pop scene still we hear of G--ong guitarist 
Steve Hill'age ' s request to Pace , the Cambridge firm who claim · they can make 
-anything mus.icd.l , for some pyramid speakers ; nothing unusual in that, but he 

· · r�ng. · Up- - later · to - ask if he could send a diviner arolind to investig�Ebe the 
speakers ' cosmic properties • • • • and former T. L.H. contributor David Toop has 

. one · side . of.: - an L .. P., on . Eno' s new label • •  • •  Th I t • t t ·. f G- t • 
An. · 1  M · f p 0 B 25 e ns 1 u e o eoman 1c 

• • •  Vl US lC 0 • • ox ' Research has been t ··�unbridge Wells , Kent, TN1 2LS has se up as a 
non-profit making org£ .. niza tion to produced· · a series . of story-cassettes study all aspects of geomantic for children . There are legends of research in Britain and Northern Ireland, tales of the east, Bible Europe , aiming to co-ordinate and stories and "Stories of King Arth1.ir" by publish original work in the Jess Foster told by Pat McDonald .  Each 

£2-75 • . • 0 . .. .  

LE·{lTERS (2) From Janet Bord, of London : 
" Michael Burgess made some good points 
in his article "Objections and . 

· obscU.rities" (TLH 65 ) , especially with 
regard to the accuracy of the 1" 
Ordnance Survey maps, which is what the 
majority of ley hunters work on, 
initially at least . I agree with him 
that many woULd-be ley hunters don 't 
seem to know what a straight line is 
(my phrasing, not his) , and that a 
number of the sites permitted are dubious . 
( The frequent admission of place names 
incorporating n ley'' or " stone is naive 
to say · the least o )  A.lso , it is not safe 
to rely on the evidence of lines drawn 

following fields : 
Landscape geometry 

Leys , alignments , figures , etco 
Terrestriai zodiacs 

G-eodetic studies (dowsing etc.) 
Sa0red geometry 

Ancient metrology 
Legendary g�omancy 

The institute will produce a 
jou:2nal at regular intervals in 
whil�h this research will be 
presented in the form of complete 
papers and working notes. 
The alLnual subscription is 
£2-50 from 142 Pheasant Rise ,  
Bar Hill , Cambridge , CB5 8SD. 

on maps because paper has a tendency to stretch or contract according to 
the prevailing humidity, ancl this may effect the relationship of one part of 
the map to another , albeit to a minute degree .  G-reater distortion can be 
caused by the use of folded ffi8.ps , and serious ley research should _be under­
taken,l'on maps bought unfolded or " flat" , and kept rolled up except when in 
US e e  his latter point is elementary and should not need repeating. 

However , the main point which I wish to make here , and which Mr Burgess has 
not mentioned is : How wide is a ley? The answer to this question affects a 
number of his queries, for example "\�eh part of the church symbol should the 
line be drawn through?" The "ancient tracks" aspect of leys is probably a red 
herring , in that many ley hunters are now agreed that leys were only second­
arily trackways ; these being cohstructed along the lines of current. So the 
width of a ley is not necessarily the same as the width of a prehistoric 
trackway o I don ' t think anyone has yet attempted to ascertain how wide leys are ,  
and to do so would probably be impossible. The width may vary from ley to ley , 
and also � it may vary in any individual ley according to the strength of current 

· flowing along it at various times. They may even fade out towards the edges . If 
this t' variable width" hypothesis were true , then the plotting of leys would be 
less critical than Mr Burgess suggests, and it doesn 't really matter which part 
of e. church ( or any other) symbol the. line is dravm through - the whole building 
may lie along the line. I realise that to loosen the criteria for determining 
the existence of leys in this way does mean that any positive findings can 
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more eas ily be attributed to chance - - che vvider the propos ed ley line , the more 
symbols will fall along it . But nevertheles s I feel tha t this aspe ct should be 
taken into consideration by thoc e  who a·"e trying to get to the bottom of what is. 
s till an enigma , rather than enthusias tically drawing lineB on maps and pre sent­
ing them as evidence of this , that , or the other .. It is tine that s omeone updated 
Alfred Watkins ' s work on the ac tual plotting of leys , for r;.uch has come to light 
in the pas t fifty year s , B o th Paul S cree tcn and John Michell have made consider­
able contributions , but neither deals ful2..y with the ac·�ua1 minutiae of track­
ing down leys , nor has n.nyone tackled t�e basic que s tio�1s i&- Burge s s  raises in 
his article . Perhaps PatL.. S cree ton, John Michell, and anyone els e s erious ly in�­
volved in the s ub j e c t  woul d  lj_ke to commei!!t in the page s of TLH or. the points 
rais ed by Mr Burge s s  and mys elf' � f�Let a Great D ebate commencejj o 

-:+++++++++ +++++++-{-+++++++ 

DEJA VU DEJA VU 
THE word indispens ible should not be us e d  

lightly, but it is appropriate i n  the cas e of "A HISTORY OF MAGIC , WITCHCRAFT 
AND OCCULTISM" for anyone s tudying the e s o teric traditi ons of the worl d .  Dr . 
W. B .  Crow has written a compre�ens ive , encyclopaedic accovnt of �agic and 
related matters s panning time from the cavemen to the pre s ent . Ir you want a 
c oncis e  account of any s e c t :  personage er belief in thi s sphere ::.t will be 
found in thes e  pages ., H:.s v::..de-ranging accot·nt include s <:he z odi.:.:. c ,  megaliths , 
pyramids , Templars , l ames , �JorsemP-n , Holy Grail , Ro s ioru0ians , black magic , 
ceremonial magic , dows ing : and much r:l'L1.ch more . Th::..s brief account of the book 
is intended to enc ourage the reader to s e ek out a c opJ c� this book published 
in hardback by the Aquarian Pre s s  ir: :L968 and pap(;rba. ok in Abacus imprint in 
1972 . 

f<%1Jf<%�$ty:fofo%%7b1<%'/of<%%�1r�>i�is% 
A s pe cial offer open to readers oi' Th 3 Ley Hu!lter i s  b eiag offere d  by Bath 
b ooksellers Mushroom B ookshop , of 94 i Jalc o t  � treet , Bath J Somer s e t . Send 
£2 + 25p pos tage and you can receive r copy of " 0�·-d S tones of Land 1 s End" 
by John Michell . 

= == = = ========== =-= ===== --=== � . 0 • •  c 

Two publications which may be of j_nteres t are is sue 20 of ORE with a poem on 
Avebury ( 20p + !&p) and a slim volume by Tony Rowe , " The Pattern" with a 
perceptive piece on " The Druids tone" ( 25p + p3cp) • From E .  Ra tcliffe , 11 High 
Flash , Cuttys Lane , S tevena8e , Herts o 
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DRAGON ' S  BLOOD 
In a piece of ludicrous televis ion, Peter Hclland pranc ad in 

mediaeval gear around Tees s ide s upposedly s eeking the S ockburn Worm of dragon 
legend fame , in a Tyne Tees 'Iielevision news magazine . His antic ended at the 
new Drago�ra Hotel whe�::-e he left e s cort:'..ng Mis s World a . .. . S even etchings of the 
Lambton Worm are · to be displayed in an exhibition to to1.:·� Sunderland are a  
s chools . They are the work o f  polytechnic arts faul� te �cher D ave Gormley G • •  O .  

The Dragon by J an� G-askell . (Uriivers al-TanO.em, 45; ,: 
I have been a great admire!' of Jane Gaskell ' s  novels for many years and wish 

her output was more prolific , e specially I would like to see another volume in 
her A tlan s eries . For tho s e  who have no t read the three r!.ovel s as hardbacks or 
in paperback, there comes the s eco�ad part of " The S erper:c." entitled " The Dragonn .  
Not about dragons o f  legend but a Dragon�General , this [. ook i s  swords and 
s orcery with s ophis tication u Here is o. pas s age which shows the power of her 
s tyle and skill : " S t . 1 h .  h "  ., · bl d h d aggerlng � urc lr!g , 1s eyes g�azlng , oo everyw ere an 

the bone s  of his face s tandir!g out like white s to ne :  D alig howled ,  brought 
his big-toothed knife held in both nanc_s down w: Lth al� his forc e on Kond I s  
head, and fell sprawled in bloo d  .. K.Jnd was kond, young and new- ahaven with 
two eyes and a firm mouth and �lnkempt brown hair , and then his two eye s were 
sliding apart from each other and his head had been s plit right down . n  

I t  i s  an extremely imag:..native work, written vividly and encompas sing war , 
pas s ion, s elf-realis a tion and all the ingredient s  which make for firs t- clas s 
fiction. 


